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“The Christian and the State”

Few topics raise more concern among Christians in the United States
today than the government. We are witnessing all levels of government
becoming more intrusive into our daily lives. We see massive spending by the
Federal government while the printing presses churn out paper money that is
worth less and less. We see the government intruding into the sphere of the
family in very destructive legislative and court decisions. Individual liberty is
threatened by laws that punish thought and speech in direct violation of the First
Amendment to the Constitution. In view of these things and many, many more,
there is an ever growing backlash rising in this nation. Many voices are being
raised in legitimate protest to the unwarranted actions of our current Congress
and Administration.

What should be the Christian’s response?

Some ministers citing Romans 13:1-7 take a “hand’s off” approach. One
notable radio preacher, John MacArthur, whom I greatly respect and almost
always agree with, insists that the job of Christians and the church is:

I. to propagate the gospel,

2. speak biblical truth to current issues,

3. submit to and obey the government except when we would have to
disobey God, and take the consequences in passive submission. He says that
preaclzhing and godly living is our calling and we don’t have time for anything
else.

I’d like to humbly suggest he is partly right, and partly wrong.
First, let’s look together at the passage and see its main message for our
individual lives — what I believe Dr, MacArthur is right about.

Second, we will seek a historical perspective to understand a Christian’s
response in the Representative Republic form of government we have today in
the USA. —This is where MacArthur is partly wrong.

L. Christians are to live lives as model citizens obeying the law, paying
their taxes, and showing honor to all in authority in order to have an
effective Christian witness to the world.

! John MacArthur, The Christian’s Responsibility to Government Parts I, II, IV www.gty.org
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All Christians, no matter what country they live in, have their ultimate
citizenship in heaven. Philip 3:20 reminds us, “Our citizenship is in heaven,
from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.” Our first
and ultimate loyalty therefore belongs to Christ, but it doesn’t end there.

Paul writes to Christians (Rom 13:1) “let every person be in subjection to
the governing authorities.” That is a command. Submission is an action with
the proper attitude. It is more than outward obedience, it includes the inward
attitude of submission.

Johnny was being punished for misbehavior by his mother. He was told
that he had to sit down in a chair in the corner for “time out.” With obvious
disgust he obeyed and sat down. Then, as mom walked away, he blurted out, “I
may be sitting down on the outside, but [ am standing up on the inside!” He
obeyed but he was not in submission.

Christian subjection to authorities includes outward obedience as well as
inward submission. For us believers this is a very practical passage because it
speaks directly to the way we live our lives on a daily basis.

AUTHORITY IN THE FAMILY

We learn submission to authority in the family. The family is instituted
by God and parents are the delegated, governing authority over their children for
their good. Parents are the first governing authority that we experience. Itisin
the home that we are supposed to learn to subject ourselves to authority — and to
do so is to honor God who gave the institution of the family with its divinely
designed authority structure. We honor our parents because of their position,
even if they fall far short of fulfilling their parental roles.

When Paul says, that there is no authority except from God he is taking us
to the ultimate source from which authority itself comes. It is God who created
the institution of the family and delegated authority to the husband to lead and
the wife to submit and the children to obey their parents.

AUTHORITY IN THE CHURCH

The same is true of the church, another divinely designed institution.
God, in Jesus Christ, founded the church and delegated its spiritual authority.






